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. THE STORY OF THE ASSASSINATION OF ALEXANDER II.
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oo ST Now Told for the First Time. By an Evewitness and Friend, Richard Count Pfeil, Aid-de-Camp to the Late Czar. S858E8sew
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_ DETAILS OF
4/ Q THE MURDEROUS
- PLOT.

| SCENES AT THE TIME
;| OF THE
ASSASSINATION.
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by (nusisting upon his original des
He made, however, ons last effort
on that morning by appealing to Frincess
Jourlewsky., Alesander's wife 1o sooter
heard of the dauger threatening Mm than
she touk her children, George, 3§ years,
Olga, § yuvars, and tha baby, Catherine,
1 and ran to the father's
Thern ail four threw them-
pelves on thelr knees and begged and lo-
piored bhim with many tears and protesta-
tion®, not to leave the palace that Jday.
Alcxander was, after all, s wraok-hearted
man. As the <rics of sorrowing mothers
and wives deove him to the rush peace of
wno, which cost him his popn-
+ beauti{ul Catherine and her
n moved him from his purs
| puse so authorltatively asseried. He con-
sented with un aching beart and sgainat
his will, he szid But while Catbherine
rushed to Inform Count Meltkoff, who was
jolr, the Grand Duchess
u, wilow of the late
nstaniine, was announcedl
This great ledy, born Prinocess of Saxe-
Altenhirg. was Alesander's favorite sister-
tn-law, and had gremt infiuence with him.
The Crar alwsys played the gallant to-
ward her, never {alilng o show her the
ulmast ¢ v, Hor every wish was Inw,
&5 TAr as he wes able to fuldl i
| In the course of their tulk the Cear re-
murked that he hud to abandon his Ine
ted wvistt to St Michael's Harracks be-

-auss he felt not well encugh to sit his
hBorsa,

“Too beul” replied her Impertal Highnees,
“thiz very day Uonstantine hoped to have
the bonor te thank thes for the commis-

| slon thou hust conferred upon hln.™
Constuntino, then scarcely 25, 1s Alex-

CHAPTER L !

| Woman's Influence Twice
4 Moves the Czar.

THE (ZAR AT THE TROOPING
OF THE COLORS.

In the assas?nation of Cxar Aleranden,
on ths third Bunday of March, 188! tws
women played a decisive part, whila a
third succeaded almost In forestalling that
awful tragedy. Two of them, the ead
imperial lady who unconecloualy urged her

"m cousin to death, and the otler
‘whose lears and entreatios cams near sav-
fog Bim, are still alive

During the early morning bkours of the
day named the great Winter Paloce wus
alive from vestibule te attic with hurryving
officlais, puarlemen &nd eervents, fr
Alsxander nanounced io0 the major-
Gemo at midnizht that he would attend tha
trooplng of the coloms (n St Michasl's Har-
ragks

This ceremony takes place every Sunday
aftarnoon at 1 o'clock, wnd 1o bla happler
days the Emperor seliom missed (he grand
speotacia Of late, however, nibilistlo
threats and rumored consplracles had kept
him awey from this favorils pastime, to the
profound regret of officers and maen, whe
losked upon bis Majesty's attendance as & |
special bogn and a possible promise of
gracious words or even more tangible re-
warda,

Thia tirme the Bodyguard Bappesurs wers
to purade befure the Cmar, and it was
whispered that Alezauler looked forward te
the event with much pleasure Indeed. se
Jortul were his anticipations thst he or
fered the embloms of mourning remowved
from hls equipaze, though the Empress
Marie was only deud elght monthe

The Cirr was standing on one of the
windows overiooking the palace square
with its colossal granite manument, when,

andra Josephovna's yoeungest son. He 18
sow ald-de-camp of Emperor Nicolns, &
Major Genernl of tha Army and president
o! tha Imperial Academy of Bolences

\ toward § o'clock, he uttered a lirtla cry . “If that'ls the cnss, I must go, sick or
" = H well,” langhe! Alesander; “take my word
: “Another attack of asthma, Sascha?™ = for §t, bLeaatiful Josephovna, 1 wil be
_:,'; axked Princess Jouriewsky, whom Alexan- there.*

Thus & man's whirm of chivalry undid the
wnrk of lve and devolion.

At ten minutes past 12 the Czar ordered
me to luspect his carrisge, a small kaly-
sk,

Frolow Stergeicf, the o!d bedy coach-
man, uwnaliy full of good cheer and aneo-
dote, grected me morosc.y.

“L hurneseod up the swiltesg flyers i< the
stable.” he subdi zignificantiyv; “my life on
it that they can ouirun Colonel Dwor-
shimuky's, if vensary.” The Colonel was,
| mt that tiose, Master of the St Fetersburg
| Folive and bis famous team wad repoted
to e the faslcst In the city

I didn't care to ask Frolow’s reason foe
the precontion 1 simply said: “His Majesty
expocts you to carry him as safely as al-
"

der bad married soon after his first wifas
death to legitimize their thres children
*No, thank God, but Loris Is  recing
toward the housa g& If his troika were
chased by wolvea, Something must lave
happened. Lesva me, my child, and tuke
our lttle oncs away with you™ 1

Loria Count Melikoff was then Minister
of the Interior and Grand Lord PProrocaior
of Nihillsm, with unlimitad authority. He
Was & man allke irled in war and peaw
An & Gensral hia name was ss=sociate! with
eoma of the foremast lat:
of the Rusalan mrimns. as administraior ha
had won golden opinions as Covernor of |
the Caucasus and of Clrcassia, in fizhring |
Black Deatd, and as a most formldable
hunter-fown of copnspirators rd revely-
tlonists FHa possessed Alexander's fuliest
confidence. The Emperor used ta yay of
Bim: “My Loris !5 ss wideawako ns was
Napoleon's Fouche, bLut diaesn't  Keep  his
pockels full of misiresscs and assassins 10
throw his master Into fltg of dellght or
terror, as occasion demands. That's why T
ke him ™

Alexander recelved the favorita with hils
usue! somewhat ceremonions warmih, but

g curiosity soon got the better of him

“What 18 117 I hope nothing to Interfers
with to-dajy's plins?" he cried, after in-
viting the Count to m seat, whila, &t the
sames time, bta compelled htm ta remain
standing by holding onte one of his unl-
form buttons

“Begging your Mniesty's pardon, i am af-
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Waye
“taoed help that,™ salt the old fellow, and
the long beasrd that bung
over § Towilll s DUMeErous aecora-
tions=, he el of the goldien crosses
to his lps wand kisscd e devoutlly. Two
minuies later 1 was specding toward St
Michael's Barrucks to announce his Mae
sty ’'s Ccoming

The Czarowits, who was about to bee
cotma Alexander JIL., hod precedsd me &
minugte before and tad tnken his stand om
tha Bappeurs’ right flank Aslde froms
him, there were sume ity Generuls press
lrr:t. among them Duke Peoter of Olden=
i . burg, the Emperor’s Intimus, who survived
o sbhort Ume: the Grand Duke
ine, Prince Mentshikoff, the whites
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